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(Angela Lansbury & Terrence McNally
presenting at the 2007 OBIE Awards,
Photo by Fernando Leon)

We are extremely excited to have been honored with the
Ross Wetzsteon Memorial OBIE Award.  Though not the first
OBIE awarded for Rattlestick work, this award is the first to
recognize us for our mission: nurturing and producing
innovative new plays.  It was especially meaningful to have
our longtime friend and mentor, Terrence McNally, present
the award to us.  In case you weren't there for the festivities,
below are Terrence's introductory remarks as well as those
of our Artistic Director, David Van Asselt.  And thank thank
you to the Village Voice and this year's judges for your
recognition of the value of our work and for the additional
$2000 grant, and thank you to all our friends who have
already written to congratulate us!

TERRENCE McNALLY:

Take it from a playwright, it is getting harder by the day to produce a new American play in
New York City. Long gone are the days when we finished our plays on Friday and they went
into rehearsal on Monday. That's how it felt anyway. So what is a young playwright to do? If he
or she is lucky they will find their work scheduled at a theatre company hawkishly devoted to
actually producing –and not just reading—new scripts. Since 1995, they have produced 44 new
works by playwrights like Lucy Thurber, Adam Bock, Jessica Goldberg, Craig Wright, Harry
Kondoleon, Craig Lucas and Gary Bonasorte.  Gary was one of the founding playwright
bedrocks of this young, vital company and my partner when his voice was stilled by AIDS. So it
is with deep personal appreciation that I present this year's Ross Wetzsteon Award – and a
check for $2000—to Rattlestick Playwrights Theater. 

DAVID VAN ASSELT:

We’ve had the privilege of working with many talented actors, directors, designers, stage
managers and playwrights. This is their award as much as ours. I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention
a generation of playwrights who gave and continue to give unstintingly back: Edward Albee,
Arthur Kopit, Craig Lucas, Terrence McNally, Marsha Norman, to name a few. All have
mentored younger playwrights at Rattlestick. Rattlestick was founded 13 years ago by me, but
also by a beautiful human being named Gary Bonasorte. If we’ve been successful, it’s due to
the wonderful life-affirming spirit with which Gary imbued our theater. If he were still alive today
it’d be Gary up here now accepting this award on behalf of me, Lou, and Sandra.
 

 New Rattlestick Video on YouTube
Many of you know our theater and our work, but now take just over
two  minutes and get to know a little bit more about us, and to see the
people behind Rattlestick.  Special thanks to Heath and Jesse for
putting this piece together.

Click here to view our new promos video now
 



 

Be a Part of Rattlestick's 2007 Spring Fundraising Drive
Now that we have closed our season and are heading into our dark months, we are launching
our annual Spring drive. Each year the costs of producing theater in New York City increase
and we are only able to continue with the support of people like you.  Your donation today will
help us get a jump on our 2007/08 season (to be announced in a few weeks but it is already
looking great), as well as support us with the ongoing developmental work we do all year long
at Rattlestick, including our Dirty Works Series, a new website (to be launched mid-June), and
home improvements (come by for a visit).  Thank you in advance for all your support and
please tell your friends about Rattlestick!  And if you are interested in making a donation of
securities or a wire transfer, please contact Sandra Coudert at: scoudert@rattlestick.org for
more information.

 $50  $100  $250 $500

Or Set Your Own Donation Amount

Through our secure website, you can pay with Amex, MasterCard, Visa, or online check
Thank you and have a great summer

Sandra
 


